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MINUTES  OF  MORLEY  ANNUAL PARISH  MEETING   
HELD  ON THURSDAY 24.5.18 AT THE RETREAT 

 
 
PRESENT Councillors Daykin (Chair), Coldicott, Green, Councillor A Summerfield (EBC), Councillor Carol Hart (DCC),  
Parish Clerk, 5 members of the public  
 
APOLOGIES  
Councillors Last and McIntyre, Councillor A Stevenson (EBC) 
 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 25.5.17 
It was resolved to accept the minutes of the meeting 25.5.17 
  
MATTERS ARISING        
None 
 
CHAIRS REPORT 
Councillor Daykin read the Chairman’s Annual report for 2017/2018. 
 
For the past 3 years we have asked the D.C.C. to extend the 30m.p.h. limit from just before the school side of Church 
Lane to the Derby side of the lane. On the 20-10- the County Council stated that it would not extend this limit to what we 
had requested. Recently the Police and the Crime Commissioner, have taken up this matter, we hope that something will 
be achieved after such a long and frustrating time. 
The Councillors and volunteers did a littler pick in the village, and we collected quite a few bags of rubbish. Thanks to all 
who took part. 

Many items have been discussed by the Council with many matters under consideration, War Memorial, Poppies on lamp 
posts; paths and roads some in poor condition; flowers on lamp post for the summer and planning applications. The wild 
flower area opposite school is thriving. 

 
Thanks are due to many and I hope I will not miss anyone out. Firstly, the council’s thanks to Mr Jim Campbell for his 
generous opening of his facilities to the council and public for the use of the room to hold our meetings, also for the use of 
the Rectory to a monthly coffee morning and the grounds for what we hope will become an Annual Gala Day. A great 
success in the village last year with thanks due to those who arranged the Open Gardens; a new venture which was very 
enjoyable. Thanks to County Councillor Carol Hart and Borough Councillors Summerfield and Stevenson; who have 
regularly attended our meetings. My personal thanks to my fellow Councillors over this period of my Chairmanship for 
their diligence and work on behalf of the parish and especially in buying a microphone to help me make myself heard! Ex-
Councillor Heather Rhodes left our ranks some months ago and we thank her for her work over previous years. Thanks 
also to our very loyal group of parishioners who attend the meetings in bad weather and good (well done). Last but not 
least we are fortunate in having a hardworking and dedicated Clerk in Laura we would be much the poorer without her 
efforts on behalf of us all. 
    
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIR 
None 
 
REPORT ON BEHALF OF DERBYSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - COUNCILLOR CAROL HART 
As many will know there was a change of control at Derbyshire County Council at the elections last May.  The 
Conservatives were returned with a good majority with quite a few new councillors but needless to say some faces that 
have been representing their areas for a good number of years, me being one, I was thrilled to be re-elected to represent 
the Breadsall/West Hallam ward and also equally thrilled to be offered a Cabinet post, that of Cabinet Member for Public 
Health and Communities.  The major part of the portfolio is of course Public Health but it also includes in no particular 
order, Community Safety, Emergency Planning, Trading Standards, Coroners and Registrars, Equality & Diversity, LGBT, 
Armed Forces Covenant, Travellers etc., etc., etc.  I have to say that having spent the last four years as a shadow cabinet 
member there was and is so much to catch up on.  There is so much information that in shadow form you do not have 
access to and unfortunately you do not have time on your side.  We have experience in the Cabinet in that Barry Lewis, 
Leader, Simon Spencer, Deputy Leader and myself have been around a fair while and have been Cabinet members 
before but we have 4 new Cabinet Members who have not held these posts before, Alex Dale in charge of the Young 
People Portfolio, Angelique Foster, Council Services, Jean Wharmby, Adult Services and Tony King from Ilkeston for 
Economic Development and Regeneration. 
We made some changes early on in the year, we decided that we would delete the post of Chief Executive and also 
delete two of the Director posts, however, we did create a new directorship, one of innovation, this department is to look 
at the many things we do as a Council and to see if there are better ways of delivering, this is to make us more efficient 
but at the same time to help manage the budget cuts, DCC is a vast organisation with a budget of over £500M but we 
need to run it as an efficient business, give good value for money and keep delivering our front line services.  I would also 
add that we reduced the allowances to Cabinet Members and reduced the amount of support members. 
The pressure was certainly on the Highways Department in connection with potholes and general state of the roads and 
also lighting.  Lighting first, we inherited something like 3600 lights out that needed replacing, we set extra staff on to try 
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and tackle this and at the same time set about moving on with the LED programme, LED lighting is cheaper to run and 
also the bulbs last longer, this is now being progressed across the County but on to potholes, this was an even bigger 
problem, made even worse with one of the worst winters in many years which has caused major problems, we have had 
extra money from Government and we have put some of our reserves into the programme, one of the problems was that 
the work force that sort the potholes out also drive the gritting lorries so again this added to the burden, we did set on 
outside help and have reduced the number of potholes by thousands but there is still work to do. 
We did decide that this year we would ask for extra precept on the Council Tax but what we have said is that the extra we 
have asked for will be ring fenced for the area covering young people, the pressures are great in this area with foster 
children, children in care etc., and as with the ring fenced Adult Care budget we feel that residents will understand why 
we have asked for this extra in specific areas rather than putting it into the ‘big mixed pot’.  There may be something 
similar next year but we have committed to no rise in Council Tax for the next 2 years. 
One of the things we promised in our Manifesto was £1Mfor grants for local organisations, we have recently launched this 
scheme and added another £500K from the Public Health budget, the grants are for Youth Activity Grants, Community 
Safety Grants and also Physical and Sports grants, the amounts can be up to £500, £5,000 or £10,000, details on the 
DCC website.  Bus services are another area we are working on, we do subsidise a lot of routes but some of them are 
proving very costly with some passenger journeys costing in the region of £8/9 per person, this is unsustainable but we 
do realise how important these bus services are especially to our rural areas so we are looking at different ways of 
delivering these services but be assured we do realise the services are a lifeline for many residents. 
In the last year the problems raised in Morley are to do with the problem of the speed limit on the A608 but nothing 
appears to be changing on the decision given previously not to move the speed sign, skid tests were requested on the 
lane through from King’s Corner through to Morley and the road surface has caused some problems on Brick Kiln Lane. 
The ongoing sage at Brackley Gate continues but hopefully I can give a bit of an up-date in the Parish meeting.  Still 
awaiting the replacement of the previously demolished bus shelter, hopefully this will be happening shortly. 
As always I will continue to represent Morley at Derbyshire but it is frustrating when all requests cannot be met or take so 
long to get actioned but as always if I can help in any way I will do my best, my contact details for residents wishing to 
contact me is carol.hart@derbyshire.gov.uk 
 
REPORT ON BEHALF OF EREWASH BOROUGH COUNCIL - COUNCILLORS A STEVENSON & A SUMMERFIELD 
As in previous years you should have received your Council Tax Demand by now  

• Erewash Borough Council up 3%,  

• Derbyshire CC, up 3%,  

• Derbyshire CC, for Adult Social Care up 2% 

• Police Authority up 6.6%.  

• Fire Service up 3%. 

Erewash Borough Council is the billing Authority and its share of the total tax collected is still only 11%.  
The Police Authority have increased their precept by 6.6% which is the highest increase I have seen in the years that I 
have been producing these reports 
 
Mary Hopkinson has been our Mayor for the last year with her husband Peter as Consort. They have been very busy 
dong excellent work representing Erewash both inside and outside the Borough boundaries. 
Chris Corbett as Deputy Mayor for the last year is our candidate to be Mayor for the next year subject to confirmation at 
the Annual Council meeting on the 17th May   
 
The Erewash annual auditor is Ernst and Young and their inspection confirms that Erewash is performing well and 
provides Value for Money to the taxpayers. We note that the Borough is fortunately still debt free and therefore has no 
interest to pay out of taxpayer’s money. 
The Opposition Members of the Council have again criticised our annual budget as lacking vision but failed to provide an 
alternative budget either balanced or not. 
 
There is still ongoing pressure to reduce spending due to cuts in our funding. The Council officers have successfully been 
able to shield the electorate from the full impact of this to ensure a fair and equitable arrangement for all. It has become 
increasingly difficult to find more spending cuts without impacting services and we have been obliged to increase the 
Erewash portion of the Council Tax by £5 a band ‘D’ property in the current year 2018/2019 as noted above. 
 
There have been many successful projects in the Borough over the past year and we had considerable success in 
obtaining external funding for many of them. Unsurprisingly these are predominantly in Ilkeston and Long Eaton being the 
most densely populated areas. Some of the highlights are:- 

• The Councillor Community Grant Scheme has been used by us to benefit worthy causes in our Ward of Little 
Eaton and Stanley and we were again able to give away all the funds allocated to us for the year.  

• Borough car park charges have been frozen this year and some free parking is still in place. We recommend that 
you visit www.ereash.gov.uk for specific details.  

• EBC Officers have begun a review of leisure service provision and will be investigating options to provide the 
same or better service at a reduced cost 

http://www.ereash.gov.uk/
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• The Erewash in Bloom competition has proved to be popular across the Borough and will continue running this 
year 

 
The Police have made some changes to the Rural Areas and we seem to be getting a better service now as the Police 
Officers are more visible. 
 
The ‘fly-by’ including a Spitfire that was organised by the Royal British legion to commemorate the crash of a Wellington 
near Stanley during WWII was well worth attending. It was great to see and hear this iconic plane in the skies above 
Stanley Village. 
 

REPORT OF BEHALF OF ALLOTMENTS 
Councillor Daykin reported that he had inspected the allotments 2, 3, 4, 5,are in good order. Number 1 has had little 
cultivation, 7 is very untidy but as it is a new tenant it may improve later in the year.  
 
REPORT ON BEHALF OF CHARITIES 
Councillor Daykin gave a report on the Almhouses. I attended meetings of this committee over the year. All the  
Almshouses are let. Routine maintenance has been carried out. The footpaths front and rear have been re-laid in 
accordance with health and safety regulations. Severn Trent stated that there was a water leak present, the incoming 
pipes had become corroded, renewal cost £6000. All is now in good order.    
 
Councillor Daykin gave a report on The Wilmot Gilbert & Berrysford Charity. I attended the yearly meeting of the above 
charity,  dealing with giving grants to various charities. I requested a donation towards our Christmas lights; £100 was 
given and once again added to brightening up the village over the Christmas period. We expressed our thanks with the 
hope that this generosity may be repeated in 2018.   
 
QUESTIONS ON REPORTS 
None 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
None 
 
Signed …………………………………… Chairman                 Date ………………………. 


