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MINUTES  OF  MORLEY  ANNUAL PARISH  MEETING   
HELD  ON TUESDAY 14.5.19 AT THE RETREAT 

 
PRESENT Councillors Coldicott (Chair), Daykin, Green, McIntyre, Councillor A Summerfield (EBC),  
Parish Clerk, 4 members of the public  
 
APOLOGIES  
Councillor Last, Councillor A Stevenson (EBC), Councillor Carol Hart (DCC) 
 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 24.5.18 
It was resolved to accept the minutes of the meeting 24.5.18 
  
MATTERS ARISING        
None 
 
CHAIRS REPORT 
Councillor Coldicott read the Chairman’s Annual report for 2018/2019. 
 
Throughout this year we have run the council with one person short of our compliment and on re-election, we have all 
been unopposed.  This is disappointing but typical of parish councils throughout the country.  Less and less people want 
to get involved in community service, preferring to leave it to ‘others’.  However, I’m delighted to say we have been made 
up to full strength by Councillor Whysall who we welcomed on board recently. 
 
Our interactions with our two local authorities remain similar to previous years.  On the one hand Derbyshire County 
Council is as unresponsive as ever, whilst Erewash Borough Council the complete opposite and a pleasure (mostly!) to 
work with and we heartily thank them for that. 
 
Our financial position is sound although we have had to increase our Parish Charge for the forthcoming year.  To put this 
into perspective however this is still lower than it was in 2011 when we reduced it considerably. 
 
The main gripes around the village continue to be the appalling condition of some of our roads, speeding and litter.  Some 
road surface has been repaired; a result of our constant nagging of Derbyshire and speeding is occasionally addressed 
by the police.  Litter is attended to by Erewash fairly regularly and very regularly by Councillors Green and McIntyre and 
their wives.  We are very grateful to them for their efforts and of course anyone else who assists with this.  It beholds us 
all to do what we can to remove the detritus of our throw away society.  The Parish Council also carries out occasional 
litter picks. 
 
Anti social behaviour continues in Brackley Gate Woods but efforts by a number of individuals and organisations are now 
in hand to reduce this and we are thankful for that and hopeful of a successful outcome in due course. 
 
Crime overall in the parish continues to be low, due in no small part to the vigilance of parishioners and especially those 
involved with Neighbourhood Watch. 
 
There is also very little building development in our domain, surrounded as we are by green space users.  We are 
extremely fortunate in this and it contrasts markedly from all the other environs of our city. 
 
Our council organised floral hanging baskets from a number of lampposts around the village.  These have been variously 
sponsored by local companies and individuals to whom our thanks are due.  This will continue for another two years and 
hopefully into the future as they have been well received.  This last year also marked one hundred years since the end of 
World War One and like many parishes; we put up poppies.  Again this was well received and may well happen on an on-
going basis. 
 
A Christmas tree was provided in Primrose Drive as usual with lights in addition at Brackley Gate and Church Lane.  
Regrettably the lights at Church Lane were stolen and the Christmas tree was up far too long after the festive season.  
This was unavoidable and due to illness but the council apologises for that. 
 
We negotiated a replacement bus shelter for the one damaged at Almshouses Lane.  This would not have happened 
without our pushing for it and the help provided by Councillor Hart.  It’s just a pity Breadsall Parish Council didn’t share 
our enthusiasm as, despite the shelter being on our mutual boundary, didn’t feel they should contribute to the cost. 
 
The wildflower verge continues to develop but has a way to go yet before it becomes established.  Thanks to Broomfield 
College for their work with this.  
 
Footpaths in the parish are generally in good condition and are regularly checked by our footpath officer Councillor 
Green.  We are currently gathering information relating to the closure of the permissive path by Morley House Farm 
which, whilst a perfectly legal action, is causing some consternation and inconvenience to Parishioners. 
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The Council made financial donations to The Village Show, The Church, The Church Magazine, The British Legion and 
Morley School. 
 
Concluding, I would like to offer our thanks to Councillors Hart, Stevenson and Summerfield who regularly attend our 
meetings and are of great help to us.  The Council would also like to thank Mr Jim Campbell for the use of the wonderful 
facilities here at The Retreat.  Thank you also to those members of the public who attend and contribute to our meetings.  
I would also like to thank my Vice Chair and fellow Parish Councillors for their support and last, but by no means least, 
our Clerk Laura for her, work, guidance and for putting up with me and my rantings. 
 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIR 
None 
 
REPORT ON BEHALF OF DERBYSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - COUNCILLOR CAROL HART 
This is the second year of the Conservatives being in control of Derbyshire County Council.  We decided at the outset 
that we wanted to make changes, become more efficient and obtain better value for money.  As I stated in my last year’s 
report we decided on a new structure which meant deleting the post of Chief Executive, instead we have 4 Strategic 
Directors, and the 4 main departments are Commissioning, Communities and Policy, Children’s Services, Adult Care and 
Economy, Transport and Environment and they manage over 30,000 employees. 
I don’t need to remind you that all councils are under pressure to save money and where it was relatively easy to start 
with each year it does come harder, however, Derbyshire is ‘Financially well placed’ compared to some other councils, 
that was the view of the Local Government Association when they were invited to look at the way the county council is 
run. 
We are constantly looking at ways of reducing costs but at the same time delivering a good service, one of the big 
projects we are looking at delivering in a different way is the Library service.  We are committed to keep all of our libraries 
open but we are looking at encouraging local volunteers to take on the running of some of our smaller establishments.  
We have recently asked for expressions of interest but rest assured even if voluntary groups take over they will be given 
help for a number of years to establish themselves, libraries over the years have changed and they are now more 
community hubs and we realise they are valued by our residents. 
As you can imagine improving our roads is a major responsibility and currently Derbyshire tops the list of county councils 
nationally for customer satisfaction in roads and has just been given an extra £8.4m to help repair them.  We have 
repaired some 66,000 pot holes this year, nearly triple the normal amount but we realise there is still some way to go but 
you can always report a pothole if you see one or any other problems on the pavements or highways by reporting it on 
Derbyshire.gov.uk/doitnow.     
We have or are commissioning new care homes, work has already started on a new care home with library combined in 
Belper, a new care facility and extra care centre in Buxton has recently opened and plans are already drawn up for a new 
care home in Cotmanhay.  These homes are to replace very old established care homes, they are sometimes well loved 
but the facilities are dated and residents have a right to expect new modern en suite facilities when they do have to use a 
care home. 
We have this year introduced some new grant Action Grant schemes, these can cover youth activity, community activity, 
physical activity and sport and community safety. 
Trusted Trader celebrated its 10 year anniversary recently, this scheme can give residents confidence they need any jobs 
doing, all the Trusted Traders are vetted by the DCC team. 
I could go on but just a few facts and figures so that you can see the breadth of services we have to deliver, over 3.500 
miles of roads and pavements, subsidised bus fares for 187,000 pensioners and 64,000 teenagers, looking after 80 
countryside sites,  helping 13.500 older and disabled people live independently at home, supporting 20,000 carers, 
providing foster home or residential care for 770 children, running 21 children’s centres and helping 30,000 under-fives 
get the best start in life. 
This year we have kept the Council Tax rise as low as we could with an increase of 3.99%, lower than the maximum 
allowed by Government and we are looking at how we can achieve a council tax freeze for two years from 2021. 
Locally I suppose the good news was that we managed to get a new replacement bus shelter at Almshouses , the 
previous one having been demolished, I will say nothing about the cost!!!,  It seemed to take an age to get some attention 
to the surface at the junction of Brick Kiln Lane and Quarry Road although quicker attention was paid to some potholes in 
this area, the road between Lime Lane and Church Road still is causing problems although DCC did assure me they had 
carried out skid tests.  Unfortunately a lot of the problems are due to bad driving.  There has been no movement on the 
moving the speed limit signs by the school and this appears to be going nowhere but that does not stop us to keep on 
trying.  Brackley Gate problem is still ongoing although at last some remedial work has taken place on the non-classified 
highway so that vehicles can access to work on some of the trees and sort the fencing.  I am still pursuing a Public 
Protection order from EBC so that we can have gates installed, as always anything I can do to help please let me know, I 
will always do my best to help. 
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REPORT ON BEHALF OF EREWASH BOROUGH COUNCIL - COUNCILLORS A STEVENSON & A SUMMERFIELD 
 
As in previous years I will start with local tax levels  
I can confirm -  
Erewash Borough Council tax which is up by 3%, (under £5.42 for a band D property) 
The other four components of the local taxes, Derbyshire CC, is up by 2%, Derbyshire CC, for Adult Social Care,  
is up by 2%, Police Authority is up 12.5%,  Fire Service is up by 2%. 
Note that the EBC share is still only 11% for the total tax demand 
 
Chris Corbett has been our Mayor for the last year with his wife Linda as Mayoress. They have been very busy doing 
excellent work representing Erewash both inside and outside the Borough boundaries. 
Unfortunately, Chris has had a health issue during his Civic year so Sue Beardsley as Deputy Mayor had to step in on a 
number of occasions, Sue is our candidate to be Mayor for the coming year subject to confirmation at the Annual Council 
meeting on the 23rd May   
 
The Erewash annual auditor is Ernst and Young and their inspection confirms that Erewash is performing well and 
provides Value for Money to the taxpayers. We note that the Borough is fortunately still debt free and therefore has no 
interest to pay out of taxpayer’s money. 
The Opposition Members of the Council have again criticised our annual budget as lacking vision but failed to provide an 
alternative budget either balanced or not, nor could they supply any affordable vision of their own. 
 
There is still ongoing pressure to reduce spending due to cuts in our funding. The Council officers have successfully been 
able to shield the electorate from the full impact of this to ensure a fair and equitable arrangement for all. It has become 
increasingly difficult to find more spending cuts without impacting services and we have been obliged to increase the 
Erewash portion of the Council Tax by £5.42 for a band ‘D’ property in the current year 2019/2020 as noted above. 
 
There have been many successful projects in the Borough over the past year and we had considerable success in 
obtaining external funding for many of them. Unsurprisingly these are predominantly in Ilkeston and Long Eaton being the 
most densely populated areas. Some of the highlights are:- 

• The Councillor Community Grant Scheme has been used by us to benefit worthy causes for all villages in our 
Ward of Little Eaton and Stanley and we were again able to give away all the funds allocated to us for the year.  

• Borough car park charges have been frozen this year and some free parking is still in place. We recommend that 
you visit www.erewash.gov.uk for specific details.  

• The EBC leisure services provision has now been outsourced to Parkwood Leisure Ltd although we retain 
ownership of the buildings. Most of the equipment is being updated and new projects are being discussed by the 
provider. To date it is popular with the users and the staff with savings to EBC of £6 Million expected over the 
next ten years. 

• The Erewash in Bloom competition has proved to be popular across the Borough and will continue running this 
year 

• The bulky waste collection pilot project has proved to be very successful having collected 16.5 tonnes of bulky 
waste and 5 tonnes of electrical items. It will be a permanent service for 2019/2020. 

 
The Police have a new budget for 2019/2020 which includes additional officers. It will take time to implement but should 
result in greater visibility of policemen on   our streets. 
 
REPORT OF BEHALF OF ALLOTMENTS 
Councillor Daykin reported that the allotments are all under cultivation, they are all in good order with no problems. Credit 
is due to all the tenants. No 1 is in a tidy state but a little underused.  
 
REPORT ON BEHALF OF CHARITIES 
Councillor Daykin reported that he had attended the yearly meeting of the Wilmot Charity where we discussed our 
donations to local organisations.  The charity have been donating £100 to Morley Parish for a number of years towards 
the cost of the Christmas lights, which always enhance our village at Christmas time.  
 
The trustees of the Almshouses committee are Peter Milner, Kim Wright, Olive Bosworth, Tony Daykin and the Vicar.  
The houses are in good order. Last year they were painted externally, the walkways were improved.  The garden is kept 
tidy by contractors. We received a letter from the Severn Trent Water company stating we were using excessive water.  
Engineers were called in to do some checks, the outcome being that the lead pipes from the water main to the houses 
were leaking.  The pipes have been replaced at a cost of £6450. 
 
QUESTIONS ON REPORTS 
None 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
None 
 
Signed …………………………………… Chairman                 Date ………………………. 

http://www.ereash.gov.uk/

